From: Stephen Kessel

To: "Anthony Findley"
Cc: Sontag, John; Ferreira, Steve; Mark Fisher; Kellmann, Brian E (Brian); "Schnee, Daniel J"; D. J. (Donald)

Camerson - Bressler, Amery & Ross, PC (DJCamerson@bressler.com); Carolyn Spinapolice; Everett, Adolph;
EHRLICH, CAROLINE; pfontaine@cozen.com

Subject: Hatco Impacts on Former Nuodex Site (PI No. G000001659)
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Tony,

Attached for your review is a letter regarding the Hatco impacts on the Former Nuodex Site (i.e.,
EPEC Polymers Site).

Please let me know if you have any questions or want to discuss.
Thanks.

Steve

Stephen A. Kessel, P.E., LSRP
Vice President/Chief Engineer

Brown and Caldwell | Ramsey, NJ
SKessel@brwncald.com

T 201.574.4720 | C 551.427.7654

Brown .o

Caldwell
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500 North Franklin Turnpike, Suite 306
Ramsey, New Jersey 07446

T:201.574.4700

April 1, 2022

Mr. Anthony Findley

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Site Remediation Program

Office of Brownfield Reuse

401 East State Street

PO Box 420, Mail Code 401-06A

Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Subject: Hatco Impacts on Former Nuodex Site (a.k.a., EPEC Polymers Site)
NJDEP PI No. GOO0001659

Dear Mr. Findley:

As you are aware, | am the Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) for the
Former Nuodex Site (Site). The Site is subject to off-Site impacts originating from the
former Hatco Facility (NJ Pl No. GOO0O003943) for which Weston Solutions, Inc. (Weston)
is the responsible party. The impacts include polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs),

bis 2-ethylhexyl phthalate (BEHP), and other Hatco-related contaminants in areas on the
Site that include, but are not limited to, the area known as Area of Concern 25 (AOC 25)
and Crows Mill Creek/Channel D.

EPEC Polymers, Inc. (EPEC) recently became aware of a response letter from the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) to Weston dated September 28, 2021,
to a meeting that took place on July 27, 2021, related to planned activities on the Site.
After requesting a copy of the letter, Weston provided EPEC with a copy, a copy of which
is attached for your reference (see Attachment A).

Although EPEC was not a party to the July 27 meeting, EPEC agrees with the position of
the USEPA that Weston has not provided any information to support limiting the area of
Hatco-related impacts. It is also EPEC’s position that the delineation thus far performed
by Weston on the Site is incomplete both horizontally and vertically and is inadequate to
provide the basis for a Remedial Action Work Plan without the inclusion of a
comprehensive post-remedy confirmation sampling program. Furthermore, the proposed
remedy, including the use of risk based or other alternative remedial standards, that
would require the use of institutional controls or other restrictions on the property have
not been discussed or approved by EPEC.

To date, Weston has been granted access to the Site to perform investigation activities
and meet their remedial obligations through access agreements with EPEC (the owner
and responsible party of the Site). The access agreements included an obligation that
Weston provide EPEC all data and reports relative to their work on the Site. Weston
recently informed EPEC of its position that the access agreements, along with their
obligation to provide the information relative to their activities on the Site, has “sunset”.
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While EPEC does not agree with Weston, given Weston’s position that it will no longer
provide information to EPEC related to their work on the Site, we are requesting to be
copied on, or provided a copy of, all future correspondence and information between
Weston and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and
USEPA related to their activities and responsibilities on the Site. This includes, but is not
limited to, draft and final reports, letters, emails, meeting agendas and minutes,
presentations, data packages, etc.

We appreciate your assistance in this matter. Feel free to call if you have any questions
or concerns.

Very truly yours,

Brown and Caldwell

A~ Q. Feasf,

Stephen A. Kessel, P.E., LSRP
Vice President

cc: Steve Ferreira, USEPA
Adolph Everett, USEPA
Brian Kellmann, EPEC Polymers, Inc.
John Sontag, Weston Solutions, Inc.
Mark Fisher, ELM
Caroline Ehrlich, Woodbridge Township
D.J. Camerson, Bressler, Amery & Ross, P.C.
Peter Fontaine, Cozen O’Connor

Attachments (1)

1. Attachment A: Letter to John Sontag (Weston Solutions) from Adolph Everett
(USEPA) Re: Hatco Risk-based Disposal Approval, September 28, 2021.
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Attachment A: Letter to John Sontag (Weston Solutions)
from Adolph Everett (USEPA)

Re: Hatco Risk-based Disposal Approval, September 28, 2021
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September 28, 2021

Mr. John Sontag, Jr. P.E.
Weston Solutions, Inc.
Client Account Manager
1400 Weston Way

West Chester, PA 19380

Re: Hatco Risk-based Disposal Approval
Dear Mr. Sontag:

This letter is a follow-up to Weston Solutions, Inc.’s (Weston’s) proposed approach to address offsite
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) contamination in what is now known as Area of Concern 25 (AOC 25),
as outlined in a PowerPoint presentation during a meeting held with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) on July 27, 2021.
The 2005 Risk-based Disposal Approval (RBDA) issued by EPA for the Hatco site includes the
remediation of sediments containing PCBs over 1 part per million located in Crows Mill Creek/Channel
D wetlands. The offsite portions of Crows Mill Creek/Channel D are located within the current
boundaries of AOC 25. Since the 2005 issuance of the RBDA, no progress has been made in the
remediation of the offsite portions of Crows Mill Creek/Channel D.

EPA understood, based on information presented during the meeting, that it is Weston’s current position
that the majority of PCB contamination present in AOC 25 was the result of historical activities on the
EPEC and Cardell/Gredel properties and that PCB contamination in Crows Mill Creek/Channel D,
attributable to operations from the Hatco site, was confined to a limited area immediately to the south of
the site property (“Limited Area”.) Furthermore, Weston indicated an intention to submit to NJDEP and
EPA a remedial action work plan only for the Limited Area, for review and approval.

Please be advised that neither NJDEP nor EPA can agree with Weston’s position at this time. EPA notes
that this proposal is novel and does not correspond with any explicit terms of the RBDA nor past
discussion with regard to offsite PCB contamination (i.e., as in the past when Weston verbally discussed
with EPA its responsibility for all of the PCBs). Moreover, Weston has not provided sufficient
information regarding PCB migration from the Hatco facility to justify the proposed boundaries of the
Limited Area or to support a conclusion that the PCB contamination from Hatco was confined only to
the Limited Area. Nothing in the information presented explains how or why PCB contamination from
Hatco would have been confined to the proposed boundaries of the Limited Area and did not continue to
migrate down AOC 25 to commingle with any PCBs released from the EPEC and Cardell/Gredel
properties. Accordingly, Weston continues to be required to prepare a remedial action work plan for
PCB remediation in the entire Crows Mill Creek/Channel D project area as set forth in the RBDA. Any
further delay in preparing and implementing a remedial action work plan for the entire Crows Mill
Creek/Channel D raises the potential for an unacceptable risk to human health or the environment.

Internet Address (URL) ¢ http//www.epa.gov
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EPA remains available to review any additional documentation regarding Hatco’s PCB contamination
and the provisions of the RBDA you believe may be helpful and to discuss with Weston the anticipated
parameters of the remedial action work plan for AOC 25. If you have any questions about this matter,
please contact Steve Ferreira of my staff at 212-637-3759, or by email at ferreira.steve@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Adolph Everett, Chief
Land and Redevelopment Programs Branch
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